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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0096139Grant Recipient:  Kachemak Ski Club, Inc.

Project Title: 

Kachemak Ski Club, Inc. - Ohlson Mountain Ski Hill
Improvements

State Funding Requested: $ 89,000 House District: 35 - R
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The Ohlson Mountain Ski Hill has been in operation since the 1950's and is in dire need of some basic
capital improvements for the safety and functionality of this historic facility. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $93,700

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $4,700 2006

Total $4,700

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Kachemak Ski Club (KSC), an all-volunteer non-profit organization, was originally established by families to meet
school requirements for physical education. The ski area includes an 800 foot tow rope, a warming hut, and outhouse
facilities for skiers. The ski area has weathered six decades of harsh weather conditions and deterioration has reached the
point where unless equipment is repaired and replaced very soon, the community will lose this facility. The facility requires
financial assistance to repair and replace equipment and improve access to the ski area. 

Local fisherman and homesteaders founded KSC in 1948, making it perhaps the oldest operational nonprofit in the Homer
area.  Since its inception, KSC has provided thousands of lower Kenai Peninsula youths, adults, and families with unique
downhill skiing (and more recently snowboarding) opportunities through its 800 foot long tow rope. The KSC operates the
Ohlson Mountain facility every Sunday during the winter months, conditions permitting. 

The KSC is described by various agencies and associations as “an invaluable resource for healthful outdoor recreation” and
“an integral part of winter economic development in Southcentral Alaska and a feeder to greater Anchorage ski/snowboard
lift-serviced areas.”  The needs of KSC “are very real and more pressing as each passing season takes its toll.”  In addition
to these associations and community members other legislators have recognized the importance of the repairs and
replacement of equipment.
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Project Timeline:
The equipment will be purchased within 8 months of receiving funds and construction and capital improvements within 12
months of receiving funds.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Kachemak Ski Club

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Bill Wiebe
Phone Number:  907-235-6924
Address:  5201 Gjosund Drive
Homer, AK 99603
Email:  janeandbill@gmail.com

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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